Encountering
Corpses II
Manchester Crematorium
9am - 5.00 pm | Saturday 19th March 2016

Introduction
Following on from the immensely successful ‘Encountering Corpses I’ in 2014 we are proud
to present a new public event discussing contemporary encounters with human remains.

Encountering Corpses II will be held in the spectacular environs of the Manchester
Crematorium Old Chapel (constructed 1892).

This event, open to all, will discuss the dead body in relation to the mobilities and
economies of their parts. Our first panel will discuss body donation, organ trafficking
and how medical students interact with donated corpses. Our plenary will advocate for
public access to human remains for education and emotional edification. Finally, we will
address encounters with corpses in terms of cultural and subcultural practices: the dead
bodies on Everest and how these relate to the culture of mountaineering, the concentration
in contemporary media on the physicality of the celebrity dead body in the immediate
minutes, hours and days after death, and the historical and contemporary practices around
the preservation of tattooed human skin.

Also incorporated in the day will be tours of the Manchester Crematorium ‘back office’
facilities, and a visit to the Greater Manchester Police social centre for lunch.

Morning Schedule

Afternoon Schedule

9am

Coach pick up from city centre
(pick up at Chorlton St Bus station, at side of Brittania Hotel).

12.30pm

Coach to Greater Manchester Police social centre, Hough End.

12.45pm

Catered lunch.

9.40am

Arrival Manchester Crematorium

1.45pm

Coach return to crematorium.

10.00am

Introduction: Professor Craig Young (MMU)

2.00pm

Plenary: Carla Valentine (Barts Pathology Museum).

Craig Young is a Human Geographer with interests in the intersection of
place, landscape, history, memory and the politics of identity, particularly
as expressed through issues surrounding death and encounters with the
dead body in the context of a range of socio-cultural, political, economic
and technological contexts.
10.15am

Carla Valentine is qualified Anatomical Pathology Technologist. She
is currently researching our relationships with human remains. She is
interested in the cultural and scientific links between sex and death.
3.00pm

Panel One: Medical Encounters – Organ trafficking, body
donation and use by medical students.

• Dr Jonathan Westaway (UCLAN)
Jonathan Westaway’s main research interest is in the history of
mountaineering and the outdoor movement. ‘Mountains of Memory,
Landscapes of Loss’ looks at post-War landscape sacralisation,
examining the debates surrounding memorialization and their
influence on notions of landscape access and preservation.

• Dr John Troyer (Centre for Death and Society, University of Bath)
John Troyer’s research focuses on delineating and defining the concept
of the dead human subject. John is in the closing stages of a case
study looking at mercury emissions and heat capture technology in UK
crematoria.

• Dr Ruth Penfold-Mounce (University of York)

• Dr Julie Seymour (Hull York Medical School)

Ruth Penfold-Mounce is a Lecturer in Sociology at the University of
York. Ruth has a broad interest in the cultural and sociological aspects
of celebrity, crime and deviance, and death.

Julie Seymour’s current research interests include the family liaison
and emotional labour of Medical School Anatomy Unit staff after
the body has been donated, focussing on the management of body
refusals, disposal and memorialization practices.

• Dr Gemma Angel (UCL)
Gemma Angel is an interdisciplinary scholar specialising in the history
and anthropology of the European tattoo, and medical museum
collections of human remains.

• Dr Trish Green (Hull York Medical School)
Trish Green is Research Associate at Hull York Medical School. Trish
has researched a broad spectrum of topics; from an exploration of
interdisciplinary research across seven Europe countries, to natural
burial practices in the UK.
11.45am

Tours of cremation facilities with Manchester Crematorium staff.

Panel Two: (Sub) Cultural Encounters – Mountaineer corpses,
celebrity bodies and preserved tattooed skins.

4.30pm

Discussion time and closing remarks.

4.45pm

Close
Coach back to town for drop off at approximately 5.20pm.

@mmu_hssr
#EncounteringCorpsesII

